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Armenians out of villages in Turkish
Armenia and Asia Minor. As they were
evacuated, the men were often shot im-
mediately. Prisoners were starved,
beaten, and murdered by unmerciful
guards.

This was not the case for everyone,
though. Not everyone was sent to con-
centration camps. For example, in
Trebizond, many innocent people were
put on ships and then thrown over-
board into the Black Sea.

The atrocities of the Armenian Geno-
cide were still being carried out in 1921
when Kemalists were found abusing
and starving prisoners to death. In
total, as has been pointed out, over 1.5
million Armenians were killed. This
does not include the half a million or
more who were forced to flee their
homes and flee to foreign countries.

Mr. Speaker, together with Arme-
nians all over the world and people of
conscience, I would like to honor those
who lost their homes, their freedom
and their lives during this dark period.
Many survivors of the genocide came
to the United States seeking a new be-
ginning, my grandfather among them.
The experiences of his childhood so
fueled his desire for freedom for his Ar-
menian homeland that in the first
world war he returned there where he
was awarded two medals of honor for
bravery in his fight against fascism.

It is important that we do not forget
about these terrible atrocities because,
as other speakers have said and as Win-
ston Churchill said, ‘‘Those who do not
learn from the past are destined to re-
peat it.’’

For those in America who think this
is only a sad story, and it certainly is
a sad story, they need to take note
that Armenia has taken great strides
in achieving its independence over the
past 8 years.

b 1915

Once it was a captive nation strug-
gling to preserve its centuries-old cus-
toms. Today the Republic of Armenia
is an independent, freedom-loving na-
tion and a friend to the United States
and to the democratic world.

Let us remember today, April 24,
2001, marks the 86th anniversary of one
of the most gruesome human atrocities
of the 20th century. Sadly, it was the
systematic killing of 1.5 million Arme-
nian men, women, and children.

Let us remember that prior to his in-
vasion of Poland in 1939 and subsequent
Nazi oppression, Adolph Hitler at-
tempted to justify his own actions by
simply stating, ‘‘After all, who remem-
bers the Armenians?’’ As we do not ig-
nore the occurrence of the Nazi Holo-
caust, we must not ignore the Arme-
nian genocide.

I believe many people across the
world will concede this is a very tender
and difficult event to discuss. What we
do tonight is not to condemn the Turk-
ish people. Rather, it is to recognize
the actions of the past and past wrongs
in order to ensure that we do not re-
peat them.

However, as a strong, fervent sup-
porter of the Republic of Armenia, I am
alarmed that Turkish Government offi-
cials still refuse to acknowledge what
happened, and instead are attempting
to rewrite history.

It is vital that we do not let political
agendas get in the way of doing what is
right. I will continue to call upon the
Turkish Government to accept com-
plete accountability for the Armenian
genocide. To heal the wounds of the
past, the Turkish Government must
first recognize its responsibility for ac-
tions of past leaders.

Nothing we can do or say, Mr. Speak-
er, will bring back those who perished;
but we can honor those who lost their
homes, their freedom, and their lives
by teaching future generations the les-
sons of the atrocities.

f

PAYING TRIBUTE TO THOSE LOST
IN THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
ROGERS of Michigan). Under a previous
order of the House, the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
this evening, as my colleagues and I do
every year at this time, in a proud but
solemn tradition to remember and pay
tribute to the victims of one of his-
tory’s worst crimes against humanity,
the Armenian genocide of 1929 through
1933.

The genocide began 86 years ago
today. Mr. Speaker, I have long sup-
ported legislation that would put the
U.S. House of Representatives offi-
cially on the record in recognizing the
Armenian genocide.

Last fall, the bipartisan Armenian
genocide bill was approved by the Com-
mittee on International Relations by a
vote of 24 to 11. On October 19 of last
year, the legislation was finally sched-
uled for a vote on the House floor. I am
confident that if the vote had ever oc-
curred, the Armenian genocide legisla-
tion would have passed with over-
whelming bipartisan support.

In a last-minute effort to ensure the
legislation never came to the floor for
a vote, the Turkish Government sent a
threat to President Clinton that Amer-
ican soldiers stationed in the region
would be in jeopardy if a vote ever took
place. This threat was enough for
President Clinton to send a letter to
the Speaker of this House requesting
that the legislation be pulled from the
schedule.

Essentially, the Speaker and Presi-
dent Clinton, and therefore the govern-
ment of the United States, both execu-
tive and legislative, succumbed to the
threats of the Turkish Government. I
believe this was shameful. Italy and
France did not give in to the Turkish
Government last year when both these
nations approved an Armenian geno-
cide resolution.

I am also proud that State and local
governments here in the United States
are stepping out in front of the Federal

Government on this issue. Earlier this
month, Maryland approved an Arme-
nian genocide resolution, becoming the
27th State to make such a recognition.

Congress, Mr. Speaker, should not be
forced by a foreign government to deny
or ignore the U.S. record and response
to the events that took place in the
Ottoman Empire from 1915 to 1923.
Those of us who have been fighting for
this recognition will not give up. We
are committed, and we will not quit
fighting until this Nation finally recog-
nizes the Armenian genocide as geno-
cide.

President Bush had a golden oppor-
tunity, Mr. Speaker, to recognize the
genocide today in annual statements
made by the President. From state-
ments that candidate Bush made, one
would have believed as President he
would use the word ‘‘genocide’’ today.
But sadly, today, the President chose
not to use the word ‘‘genocide,’’ thus
minimizing the events from 1915 to 1923
that we commemorate this evening.

I know many Armenian-Americans
will feel betrayed because of President
Bush’s inaction today. In public state-
ments and letters to Armenian organi-
zations and individuals during his Pres-
idential campaign, Bush said, ‘‘The
20th century was marred by wars of un-
imaginable brutality, mass murders,
and genocide. History records that the
Armenians were the first people of the
last century to have endured these cru-
elties.’’

Bush went on to say, ‘‘If elected
President, I would ensure that our Na-
tion properly recognizes the tragic suf-
fering of the Armenian people.’’ But it
is unfortunate that the President did
not stand by these words today.

I am trying not to be partisan here,
Mr. Speaker. Obviously, I am dis-
appointed with President Bush, as I
was disappointed with President Clin-
ton before him.

For anyone who has any doubts
about the truth of the Armenian geno-
cide, they can just go down the street
to the National Archives, where vol-
umes of historical records prove what
really happened. Five years from now,
we will have the opportunity to visit a
genocide museum here in Washington.
The museum, which will be located at
14th and G streets in the Northwest
area of our Nation’s Capital, will be a
permanent reminder of the atrocities
of 1915 to 1923.

Mr. Speaker, I include for the
RECORD the remarks of my friend,
Ross Vartian, the director of planning
for this new museum, who discussed
this issue.

The statement by Mr. Vartian is as
follows:
STATEMENT BY ROSS VARTIAN, DIRECTOR OF

PLANNING, ARMENIAN NATIONAL INSTITUTE,
KNIGHTS OF VARTAN TIMES SQUARE MAR-
TYR’S DAY EVENT, APRIL 22, 2001
The Armenian National Institute, or ANI,

extends its deep appreciation to the Knights
of Vartan for once again organizing this
year’s Martyr’s Day Commemoration. We
recognize the leadership of Grand Com-
mander Robert Barsam, this event’s Chair-
man Sam Azadian, Martyr’s Day Committee
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members Hirant Gulian & Leon Nigogosian,
and all the other dedicated volunteers who
made it possible for us to be here today to
remember our losses, celebrate our survivors
and commit to a future without Genocide.

I am here today to talk about the future
Armenian Genocide Museum and memorial.
When complete, this complex in our nation’s
capital just two blocks from the White House
will be the first ever Museum and Memorial
about the Armenian Genocide anywhere in
the Diaspora.

On behalf of the Armenian National Insti-
tute, I am pleased to outline our vision for
what will be in the not too distant future a
state of the art museum and memorial com-
plex dedicated to Armenian Genocide re-
membrance, research and education, as well
as serving as another powerful voice for
Genocide prevention.

Washington is justifiably renown for the
quality of its museums, and we have set as
our standard to match the best that our na-
tion’s capital has to offer. Therefore, we
warmly welcome the solidarity and support
of the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum,
whose superb exhibits and programs have in-
spired and empowered millions.

In all candor, we have just begun our work.
The acquisition of this marquee property in
the heart of Washington, DC has served as
the catalyst to undertake a comprehensive,
multi-year planning,design and development
process. We are currently reviewing pro-
posals from competitive teams or architects,
museum designers and property developers
to recommend the best space utilization op-
tion for the properties we have acquired. We
are aware that only the best professional tal-
ent will suffice for our purposes.

The Armenian National Institute accepts
the privilege and responsibility of creating a
physical complex second to none and of cre-
ating exhibits and programs that will be as
inspirational and empowering as those in the
Holocaust Memorial Museum and other lead-
ing interactive museums around the world.

ANI is also aware of the special responsi-
bility of completing the first ever Armenian
Genocide Museum and Memorial outside Ar-
menia. Fully recognizing that the entire
community will wish to engage, ANI will
seek the active participation of our incred-
ibly diverse Armenian Diaspora and ances-
tral homeland. This is, after all, a presen-
tation about all Armenians for humankind.
No organization would have the right to
present the modern Armenian saga without
first seeking out the resources and perspec-
tives of the entire community.

The museum and memorial complex will be
a permanent place for generations of visitors
that will be made possible by all Armenians,
joined by others of good will who appreciate
its universal moral implications.

Our project is timely. Those who would
deny the Armenian Genocide are now limited
to Turkish officials and those beyond Turkey
who invoke political and economic ration-
ales for their support.

In the academic arena, the uncontestable
fact of the Armenian Genocide has been
overwhelmingly affirmed. Similarly, in sec-
ondary schools and universities throughout
the western world, students of Holocaust and
Genocide studies routinely examine the case
of the Armenian Genocide to learn its spe-
cific and universal lessons.

Nevertheless, the struggle continues be-
tween remembrance and denial—and remem-
brance and indifference.

It is our hope that this center will serve as
the nexus to broaden awareness of the Arme-
nian Genocide throughout the academic and
educational communities whose focus is
human rights, the responsibility of majori-
ties towards minorities, and the horrified
consequences for peoples and groups at risk
in the absence of safeguards.

But it is also our hope that this place will
provide public officials with a greater degree
of moral conviction, courage and vision so
that they summarily reject the incessant
threats that emanate from Turkish officials
to sever diplomatic and economic relations
when any government dares to affirm the Ar-
menian Genocide. The public officials with
you today have demonstrated by their pres-
ence and other official actions that they re-
ject Turkey’s denials and threats.

Ladies and gentlemen . . .
Through this facility, we will remind the

world of Hitler’s chilling cynicism on
humankind’s predilection to forget.

Through this facility, we will enthusiasti-
cally support collaborative work between
turks and Armenians. We have seen in this
great country the redemptive value of facing
history squarely, and we will promote a dia-
logue to secure the same benefits for our two
peoples.

Through this facility we will promote
international condemnation of and action
against any government of people that at-
tempts to do what was done to our people at
the beginning of the last century.

We must succeed in this unprecedented ef-
fort in the name of our martyred millions, in
tribute to those who survived and estab-
lished new Armenian communities through-
out the world, and in honor of countless non-
Armenians who protested this crime against
humanity and who saved tens of thousands
from oblivion.

Finally ladies and gentlemen, we will suc-
ceed not only to remember the past but also
to enhance the security of the people of Ar-
menian and Karabagh—and to help insure
that the world never forgets the cataclysmic
price of indifference and inaction.

We look forward to this historic challenge
and we welcome all who wish to join us.
Thank you in advance for your generous sup-
port.

Mr. Speaker, the Armenian genocide
is a painful subject to discuss for me
and others. We must never forget,
though, what happened, and never
cease speaking out. We must overcome
the denials and the indifference, and
keep alive the memory and truth of
what happened to the Armenian people
in the past, as we work to see in this
tragic history that it never be re-
peated.

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. BILIRAKIS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BILIRAKIS addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

f

RECOGNIZING THE ARMENIAN
GENOCIDE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts (Mr.
TIERNEY) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. TIERNEY. Mr. Speaker, I also
rise here this evening to speak of one
of the great horrors of our century, and
that is the Armenian genocide. As a
member of the Congressional Caucus
on Armenian Issues, I once again join a
large number of colleagues in recog-
nizing the great tragedy of the Arme-
nian people.

As we all know and has been stated
here several times tonight, this geno-

cide occurred in 1915 when the Ottoman
Empire began to force Armenians from
their homeland, and it lasted until
1923. These 8 years saw the deaths of 1.5
million innocent victims and 500,000 ex-
iled survivors.

Despite the tremendous magnitude of
the genocide, the world stood by as
families were torn asunder and mil-
lions of lives were taken. Therefore,
today, as we stand in recognition of the
victims of this Armenian genocide, we
also stand in recognition of the guilt of
complicity of all nations that turned
away when faced with this great trag-
edy.

There is no doubt that calling events
by their rightful name, genocide, is an
important element of this recognition
of responsibility.

Had we heeded the lessons that
emerged from the massacre, perhaps we
could have avoided other great trage-
dies in this century. In quietly letting
the sorrow of the Armenian people go
unresolved, however, we allow their
tragedy to repeat itself over and over
again in Germany in the 1930s and
1940s, in Rwanda in the 1990s, and else-
where throughout the world.

Today, as we once again honor the
victims of the Armenian genocide, on
behalf of the Sixth District of Massa-
chusetts, I also honor the commitment
and perseverance of Armenian-Ameri-
cans who have tirelessly struggled to
ensure that the great sorrow of their
people becomes known to all people.

As we in Congress continue to con-
front issues of international peace and
security, we would do well to remem-
ber this message: never forget.

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. BERMAN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BERMAN addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

f

HONORING THE MEMORY OF THE
ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. ROYCE) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to begin by thanking the Armenia
caucus for bringing us together to
honor the memory of the greatest trag-
edy of Armenian history. This tragedy
holds a valuable historical lesson for
all of us.

I myself in California growing up got
to know several Armenian families.
One man, one elderly man in one of the
families that I knew, he was the sole
survivor of the Armenian genocide. So
the lessons are not just for those that
were directly involved; it is for all of
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